Things other people said [see notes inside] 

"It is ironic that an event as common as suicide is one that permits little 
discussion in any venue due to the fiercely held opinions against it." \\ \ 

"Our culture's taboo against suicide often keeps people who are thinking 
about suicide from talking about it. By talking about it, people can often 
get the emotional and psychological support they need to see them 
through a rough time. When people are afraid to talk about it, the 
pressures can increase to the point that they actually do something about 
it." [12] 

•erson who commits suicide, or even talks about it, is disturbing for 
social conformity, implicitly suggesting suicide is an open possibility to 
be considered by other people as well. Talk about suicide is not welcome 
in our society, which in turn needs a body of 'experts*, like psychiatrists, 
who will reassure public opinion that 'no sane human commits 
suicide'... .Suicide is too thought-provoking for those who are unwilling to 
think." [18] 

[The majority of people do not understand suicide and see it as an 
irrational act, so they use different words to describe it or just avoid the 
subject altogether. This keeps them from ever having to think too deeply 
about suicide and why it appeals to some people. It also makes suicide 
even more mysterious and contributes to its reputation as something 
awful and unspeakable." [8] 

"The fact that people are incarcerated in America for thinking and talking 

about suicide implies that despite what the U.S. Constitution says about 

speech, and despite claims Americans often make about America 

; a free country, many if not most Americans do not really believe in 

dom of thought and speech-in addition to rejecting an individual's 

right to commit suicide." [15] 

"Most people see the option of exiting only in the context of its effect on 
people who choose to do so. However, the option need not be taken in 
order to have a great impact. Even people who have never really given 
much thought to exiting, may find that the mere existence of the option 
enhances the experience of life, simply by providing choice, and a 
renewed sense of responsibility for one's own life." [6] 

"You have to be your own reason to live." [anon.] 

All right, 111 talk about it. I want to know who'll 
listen. 
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